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THE LIFE OF THE SWAMI VIVEKANANDA,
only because he had been told that there was a feeling abroad among some of the educated community in Bengal, that he had secured and held, his Western disciples by means of adulation and pandering to their tastes.
During the early summer of 1899, the Swami's health was again very bad and the Zamindars of Narail, his admirers, placed at his disposal a bassrd, or houseboat, so that he might pass the mornings and evenings on the Ganges imbibing fresher air. On many an occasion he would spend the time in meditation, seated on the roof, and at others he would be like a great child, "cheerfulness in his face, softness in his looks, abstraction in his mood, careless about his person and his clothes, and every movement bespeaking the mastery over the senses." Generally it would be northward in the direction of Dakshineswar that the Swami's boat would drift, and in the twilight stillness, or later on at night, it was noticed that he would often plunge in deep thought while passing there. These evening trips were a great recreation to him after a whole day's teaching and preaching to his own disciples and all those who flocked to him from Calcutta.
Health or no health, he was always busy in these days, always ready to help others. Under medical advice he had to desist from appearing before the public as a lecturer, However, he attended a lecture delivered by the Sister Nivedita on "The Young India Movement," on the twenty-sixth of February, and was always the central figure in the Sunday meetings of the Ramakrishna Mission. On several occasions he accepted the invitation to dinner parties given in his honour at the residences of distinguished Calcutta citizens, who were delighted with his talks. The last of these that he attended was on the seventeenth of June, as the guest of the Maharajah Sir Jatindra Mohan Tagore, who had found his "Raja Yoga" most interesting, and expressed his eager desire to learn more on that subject in a private audience with him.
The four preachers sent out by Swamiji did excellent work in the various cities they visited. Everywhere they